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B’ORE  WORD. 


I'his  Sanitary  District  has  now  existed  for  five  years.  The  growth 
of  work  since  the  date  of  its  incepticn  is  an  indication  of  the  increasing 
extent  to  which  the  Public  Health  Service  is  apx3reciated  and  made 
use  of.  Its  uses  will  be  further  advanced  as  knowdedge  regarding 
public  health  matters  become  more  widespread;  without  such  know¬ 
ledge  much  of  the  good  work  of  which  a  Service  is  capable  must  be  lost. 

Statistics  again  show  that  the  figures  of  the  death  rate  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  in  this  District  compare  favourably  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

District  I^ngland  &  Wales. 

Death  Pate  ...  11‘5  ...  12'0 

Infantile  MortalitA^ 

Rate  ...  33'5  ...  65’0 

A  study  of  the  certified  causes  of  death  again  emphasises  the  great 
frequency  with  which  Heart  Disease  is  attributable  as  the  cause  of 
death  :  of  the  482  deaths  Heart  Disease  accounts  for  164  or  rather 
more  than  a  third  of  the  total.  There  were  53  deaths  from  Cancer  as 
compared  with  60  last  year  and  there  were  9  deaths  from  Influenza  as 
compared  with  5  last  year. 

Of  the  20  Infant  Deaths,  13  were  certified  as  due  to  Prematurity, 
Congenital  Malformation,  or  Debility,  as  compared  with  14  out  of  21 
deaths  last  year.  Tliere  were  5  deaths  from  Broncho-pneumonia. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  nothing  has  come  of  the  Scheme 
which  the  County  Council  formulated  for  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital  Services  in  the  District ;  provision  for  the  isolation  of 
infectious  disease  here  is  not  entirely  satisfactory.  Although  it  is  true 
to  say  that  there  is  jirovided  the  recognised  number  of  beds  comensurate 
wdth  the  x30]')ulation  the  necessity  for  making  jirovision  for  cases  other 
than  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  or  Enteric  Fever  is  not  sufficiently 
realised.  I  refer  to  such  cases  as  Erysipelas  or,  for  example,  Measles, 
corniolicated  liy  a  condition  such  as  Ajipendicitis  or  Mastoid  Abscess, 
and  requiring  operation.  Although  the  hospital  may  perhaps  have 


accommodation  in  an  isolation  block  for  such  cases  there  is  much 
unwillingness  to  admit,  sometimes  because  of  the  expense  involved  in 
augmenting  a  small  staff,  sometimes  because  of  the  lack  of  equipment 
for  dealing  with  a  surgical  condition.  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  of  the 
value  of  one  well  equipped  hospital  as  compared  with  three  small 
hospitals,  all  of  which  have  their  good  points. 

There  has  been  much  activity  throughout  the  District  in  regard  to 
the  provision  of  better  working  class  accommodation.  In  addition  to 
fresh  inspections  there  has  been  a  general  following  uii  of  defects  noted 
as  a  result  of  the  systematic  inspection  under  the  1930  Housing  Act, 
and,  in  many  cases,  these  defects  have  been  remedied.  Progress  has 
also  been  made  in  the  steps  necessary  to  get  rid  of  uninhabitable,  un- 
remediable  propert^u  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  anxiety  of  the 
xhuthorities  in  the  District  for  people  to  be  properly  housed,  both  through 
the  remedy  of  defects  in  houses  otherwise  satisfactory  and  also  by  the 
provision  of  further  housing  accommodation  where  present  housing  is 
insufficient  or  incurably  bad.  Nevertheless  it  has  not  been  found 
possdole  in  all  cases  to  solve  the  problem  of  how  to  provide  for  certain 
families  living  in  over  crowded  conditions  and  obviously  unable  to  afford 
the  rent  of  a  council  house;  another  difficulty  not  easy  to  surmount  is 
the  better  housing  of  overcrowded  families  of  a  type  which  renders  them 
definitely  undesirable  tenants. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  been  light.  The  type  of 
Scarlet  Fever  seen  in  the  small  outbreak  ahout  Flamstead  and  Markyate 
seems  to  indicate  that  there  is  a  tenaency  for  the  disease  to  increase 
again  in  severity. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Borough  comprises  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,184  acres 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident 

Population,  1932)  ...  15,310 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1932)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,881 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  £85,812 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £328 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

M.  F. 

j  Legitimate 

Births  L,,  ...  , 

[  Iliegitimate 

230 

100  130 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

5 

3  2 

estimated  resident 
ulation 

pop- 

15'8 

Stillbirths 

4 

3  I 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ... 

16'7 

Deaths 

188 

9.1  97 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

estimated  resident 

pop- 

ulation 

12'3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  Births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

•  •  • 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal 

causes 

I 

4'2 

Total 

I 

4’2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

x‘\ll  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitmate  births 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  6.  Illegitimate  I. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


29-8 

26’I 

200’0 


Total  7. 
Nil. 

3. 

Nil. 


Principle  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  188  deaths  71  were  attributable 
to  Heart  Disease,  15  to  other  Circulatory  Diseases,  18  to  Cancer,  15  to 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  3  to  other  Tuberculous  Disease,  7  to 
Pneumonia,  3  to  Bronchitis,  8  to  Violence,  6  to  Nephritis,  2  to  Influenza 
and  I  to  Enceiihalitis  Lethargica. 
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Causes  op  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year.— Of  the  7  Infant 
Deaths  2  were  due  to  Prematurity,  1  to  Congenital  Heart  Disease  and 
4  to  Bronchopneutuonia. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 


Hospitals  : 

A.  I.  Feveu.  —  Bennetts  End  Hospital.  Medical  Officer:  Dr. 
G.  Burnet. 


Tins  is  provided  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  Borough  and 
the  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District.  Accommodation  consists  of  two 
wards  and  a  two  bedded  observation  lilock.  There  is  a  total  accommo¬ 
dation  of  22  beds.  The  accommodation  of  the  administrative  block 
provides  for  a  Matron,  eleven  Nurses  and  four  Maids.  There  is  a  laundry 
block  and  steam  disinfector. 

The  following  cases  were  admitted  during  1932  : 


Borough  of 
FI’Hempstead 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  If 

fdiphtheria  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ■ — • 

The  case  of  Enteric  fever  wr 


Rural  District 
Il’Hempstead  Deaths. 

31  Nil. 

—  Nil. 

1  Nil. 

of  the  Paratyphoid  “  B  ”  type. 


In  addition  to  these  cases  a  case  from  the  Borough  admitted  as 
Enteric  Fever  was  found  later  to  be  actually  suffering  from  Undulanc 
Fever. 

Dr.  Burnet  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee 
notes  that  : 

as  regards  Scarlet  Fever,  cases  admitted  as  a  result  of  the  outbreak  at 
Markyate  and  Flamstead,  were  all  of  a  definitely  severe  type,  and 
associated  with  ear  complications  ;  towards  the  end  of  the  year  cases 
among  adults  from  the  Borough  were  of  a  moderately  severe  type  but 
complicated  by  joint  affections. 

He  states  :  “  Serum  was  us3d  in  all  but  the  mild  cases  and  the 

conditions  invariably  showed  marked  improvement.  The  failure  of 
serum  to  influence  ears  which  have  discharged  leads  me  to  conclude 
that  they  are  not  entirely  of  Scarlet  Fever  infection,  and  can  be  released 
from  hospital  much  earlier  without  the  risk  of  infecting  others.  It  will 
be  interesting  to  note  if  there  are  any  return  cases  from  those  which 
left  the  hospital  and  with  ears  still  discharging.” 

2.  Smallpox. — There  is  still  no  hospital  in  this  South  Herts 
(No.  l)  Sanitary  District. 
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HOROUdH  OF  HKMFL  HFMPSTFAD, 


B.  1.  Tuberculosis — Local  cases  are  treated  in  institutions 
provided  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council. 

2.  Maternfcy  Hospitals. — In  July,  1927,  a  Maternity  Block 
was  opened  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead.  There  is 
an  accommodation  of  eleven  beds. 

3.  Children’s  Hospitals.  —  The  General  accommodation  of  the 
West  Herts  Hospital. 

4  General  Hospitals. — The  West  Herts  Hospital,  Hemel 
Hempstead. 

no  beds. 

Out-Patients’  Department — Days  and  Times  : 

Medical  and  Dental — -Mondays  and  Tiiursdays  from  10  to 
1 1  a.m. 

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat,  Wednesdays  at  2  p.m. 

Ophthalmic  (Eyes),  Thursdays  at  Noon. 

Orthopiedic,  1st  Monday  in  every  Alonth  at  2  p.m. 

X-ray,  Massage  and  Electro-Medical  Treatment,  any  Week¬ 
day  (except  Saturday)  between  9  a.m.  and  4  p.m.,  or  by 
appointment. 

Di  additioji  to  the  above  : 

Mr.  Gordon  Taylor,  Specialist  in  General  Surgery,  attends 
every  Wednesday  at  6  p.m. 

j\lr.  Fredk.  Eoques,  Specialist  in  Gynaecology,  attends  the  1st 
Friday  in  every  month  at  10  a.m. 

Dr.  Greig,  Consultant  Radiologist,  attends  every  Tuesday  at 
10  a.m. 

This  is  a  voluntary  hospital.  In  L932  a  Contributory  Scheme  was 
inaugurated.  Nearly  every  District  served  by  the  hospital  has  already 
joined  the  Scheme  which  has  proved  a  source  of  appreciable  revenue 
to  the  hospital.  The  income  limitation  for  the  Scheme  is  £6  a  week 
for  married  couples  with  children  ;  consideration  is  being  given  to  its 
extension  to  persons  whose  income  exceeds  this  limit. 

5.  Public  Assistance  Institution,  — -  Hempstead  House. 
Aledical  Officer:  Dr.  E.  W.  Gilroy. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  a  motor 
ambulance  is  kept  at  Bennetts  End  Isolation  Hospital. 

(Telephotie  :  Boxmoor  132). 
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(b)  For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases,  a  motor  ambulance, 
towards  the  upkeep  of  which  the  Borough  subscribes,  is  kept  at  the 
West  Herts  Hospital  (Telex)hone  :  Boxrnoor  39). 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  —  Maternity  and  Clhld  Wel¬ 
fare  Centre — -A  Centre  provided  by  the  Herts  County  Council  is  held 
at  Marlowes  every  Thursday,  from  2  to  4  p.m.  The  doctor  attends 
every  week. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1932  ...  51 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  ...  122 

,,  ,,  between  1  and  5  years  on  the  books  122 

No  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  1367 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  exx^ectant  mothers  on  books  ...  ...  ...  28 

No.  of  CO  lisult'itions  they  ha^e  made  with  Doctor  91 

A  Centre  supxilieo  through  voluntary  means  is  held  at  the  Church 
Room,  Apsley,  on  alternate  Wednesdays,  at  2.30  p  m  (closed  in  August). 
The  doctor  attends  at  each  Session. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  ox)en  during  1932  ...  23 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  ...  50 

,,  ,,  between  1  and  5  years  on  the  books  36 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  310 

n  .,  between  1  k  5  years  287 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  27’3 

School  Clinic. — This  is  a  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  held  daily  at 
Marlowes  by  the  School  Nurse  and  attended  weekly  by  the  School 
Aledical  Officer  to  the  Borough. 

Number  of  children  who  have  attended  ...  ...  721 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1976 

Average  number  of  attendances  x^Br  child  ...  ...  2’7 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — This  Clinic  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  of  the  Herts  County  Council,  is  held  at  the  West  Herts 
Hospital,  on  Wednesdays,  at  11  a.m. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — A  notice  of  facilities 
available  for  treatment  is  inserted  weekly  in  the  Hemel  Hempstead 
Gazette,”  by  the  Herts  County  Council. 

Application  for  particulars  may  be  made  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  County  iMedical  Office,  Hertford. 
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P)OROUCiH  OF  HFMEL  HEMPSTEAD. 


Midwives.  -  There  are  4  Midwives  practicing  in  the  Borough. 
These  are  not  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Professional  Nursing-  in  the  Home. — General  Nursing  of 
sick  persons  in  their  homes  is  carried  out  by  the  above  Midwives  who 
are  employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Association.  There  is  no 
provision  made  for  the  nursing  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  home. 

School  Medical  Service. — The  Corporation  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  is  a  separate  Education  Authority  under  the  Education  Acts. 
For  particulars  of  tlie  Service  see  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

Legislation  in  Force. — The  following  is  a  list  of  General 
Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws  relating  to  tiie  Public  Healtli  in  force  in 
the  Borough  : 

General  Adoptive  Acts  : 

1.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  Pt.  Ill,  1890,  adopted  Jan., 

1899  ; 

2.  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention  )Act,  1890,  adopted  Jan.,  1898  ; 
8.  Private  Street  (Works)  Act,  1892,  adopted  April,  1899. 

4.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  The  following  sections: 

i\ll  sections  in  Parts  1,  2,  3  and  5,  all  sections  in  Part  4 
except  section  67. 

Sections  79  and  81  in  Part  7,  sections  87  and  90  in  Part  8. 

All  sections  in  Parts  9  and  10,  adopted  1908. 

5.  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  2  and  5  (the  rest  of  the  Act  is 

compulsory),  adopted  1926. 

Bye-Laws. 

Under  Public  Health  Act,  1875  : 

(a)  In  respect  of  Nuisances  arising  from  snow,  dust,  ashes  and 

rubbish,  and  for  the  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so  as 
to  be  injurious  to  health,  a  lopted  1902, 

(b)  In  respect  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  adopted  1902  ; 

(c)  In  respect  of  Slaughter  Houses,  adopted  1902,  amended  1925  ; 

(d)  In  respect  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings  and  alterations  to 

Buildings  amended  1926  ; 

(e)  In  respect  of  Offensive  Trades,  adopted  1914. 

Under  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1885  : 

In  respect  of  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc,,  adopted  1900. 
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Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  : 

Eegulating  the  Employment  of  Children  and  Street  Trading,  1930. 

Local  Act  : 

llemel  Hempstead  Corporation  Act,  1900. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  —  Clinical  material  for  examination  is 
forwarded  to  a  London  laboratory  with  which  arrangements  have  been 
made  or  else  to  the  County  laboratory  at  Hill  End. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Sewerage  AND  Drainage. — The  town  is  well  sewered,  approximately 
90%  of  tlie  property  being  connected  to  the  public  sewer;  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  property  consists  mostly  of  outlying  farms  and  cottages  where 
in  many  instances,  the  Authority  undertake  tiie  cleansing  of  cesspools. 
During  the  year  consideration  has  bean  given  to  the  question  of  bringing 
up  to  date  the  method  of  treatment  of  sewage  at  the  sewage  farm  at 
Bennetts  End. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  rivers  Bulbourne  and  Gade  flow 
through  the  valley  of  the  town  and  meet  at  its  extreme  south  end. 
There  has  been  no  pollution  of  these  streams  discovered  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — The  main  portion  of  the  town  is  served  by  a  motor 
freighter  of  modern  type  and  fitted  with  automatic-closing  metal  covers. 
Covered  horse  vans  make  auxiliary  collections.  All  collections  are 
weekly.  The  refuse  is  destroyed  at  Apsley  Sewage  Pumping  Station 
in  furnaces  ;  a  small  surplus  amount  is  destroyed  at  the  Waterworks. 
The  question  of  the  introduction  of  the  Bradford  System  of  refuse 
disposal  is  under  consideration. 

During  this  year,  mainly  as  a  result  of  unsightly  dumping  in  certain 
localities,  facilities  were  afforded  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse  but 
this  has  not  been  made  use  of  to  a  great  extent. 

Water  Supply. — The  wuiter  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained 
from  two  bore  holes  160  and  230  feet  deep  respectively  and  situated 
practically  in  the  middle  of  the  town.  It  is  sullicient  in  quantity  and 
quarterly  analysis  demonstrates  it  to  be  of  excellent  purity.  For 
domestic  purposes  the  water  is  hard.  There  is  little  variability,  temporary 
hardness  being  about  25  and  permanent  hardness  about  3  per  100,000 
parts. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1932. 
Inspection  of  Food. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  : 


During  the  year  40  samples  of  milk  have  been  obtained  during 
delivery  to  the  customer  and  examined  for  the  presence  of  dirt. 
Unsatisfactory  samples  have  been  followed  up  and  steps  taken  which 
resulted  to  a  clean  milk  being  produced.  The  following  results  were 
obtained  :  — 

Points  awarded  to 
Number  of  Sanijjles  each  sample,  out  of  a 

examined.  total  of  10  points. 


17 

11 

8 

4 


10 

8 

6 

5 


There  are  no  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  licensed  to  produce 
designated  milk  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designation)  Order. 
Two  dairymen  hold  a  license  to  bottle  and  retail  Grade  A  milk  pro¬ 
duced  outside  the  Borough. 

The  largest  firm  of  milk  retailers  receive  milk  from  various  farms 
covering  a  wide  area.  The  milk  is  passed  through  a  filtering  and 
pasteurising  plant  and  a  certain  amount  is  mechanically  bottled.  Ex¬ 
amination  of  the  milk  before  and  after  it  has  gone  through  the  process 
shews  that  the  treatment  results  in  a  cleaner  milk. 


Cowkeepers  and  Retailers  on  the  Register  : 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  21 

Cowkeepers  and  Retailers  ...  ...  10 

Retailers  only  ...  ...  ...  7 


Total  88 


Slaughter  Houses  (Meat)  Inspection,. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  slaughter  houses 
during  the  year.  There  are  two  premises  which  are  licensed  annually 
and  seven  registered  for  which  no  annual  licence  is  required  they 
having  been  continually  in  use  since  before  the  Act  requires  licensing 
came  into  force. 

One  slaughter  house  has  been  rebuilt  and  brought  up  to  a  more 
modern  standard,  one  registered  slaughter  house  has  also  been 
remodelled  and  improved. 
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Under  the  Meat  Eegulations  1924,  notification  has  to  be  given  of 
the  time  and  place  it  is  intended  to  slaughter  any  animal  intended  for 
food  and  the  following  animals  have  been  examined  at  the  time 
of  slaughter :  — 


Beasts. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

First  Quarter 

90 

12 

329 

372 

803 

Second  Quarter... 

79 

9 

319 

265 

672 

Third  Quarter  ... 

8 

9 

340 

210 

642 

Fourth  Quarter... 

80 

17 

403 

395 

895 

332 

47 

1391 

1242 

3012 

Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  during  Year  —714. 


Aleat  found  to  be  diseased  or  unfit  and  destroved  ; 


Three  Forequarters  of  Beef 

Pigs’  Heads 

Two  Pig  Carcases 

One  Calf 

Ijivers,  716  lbs. 


Tuberculosis,  554  lbs. 
Tuberculosis,  15  heads. 
Erysipelas,  116  lbs. 
Fevered  and  Aptha. 
Distoma  and  Abscesses. 


Slaughtering  often  takes  place  in  the  evening,  especially  during 
the  summer  months,  and  although  the  visiting  of  slaughter  lunises  at 
these  times  is  often  inconvenient  and  may  be  considered  a  hardshi]), 
there  is  no  doubt  that  meat  prepared  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  sets 
better,  and  as  a  result  is  more  easily  preserved  and  dealt  with.  This 
compensates  for  the  late  inspections  which  are  incurred. 

Inspections. 


Houses — Inspected  in  routine  (P.H.  Act  280,  Housing  lOO)...  386 

Inspected  on  complaint  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

,,  for  special  enquiry  (in  Insanitary  Areas)  129 
,,  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  25 

Common  Lodging  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  10 

Visits  to  Courts,  Yards  and  Alleys  ...  ...  ...  387 

,,  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

,,  to  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  to  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  714 

,,  to  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

,,  to  Markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

,,  to  Work  places  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

,,  to  Premises  where  notices  have  been  served...  2416 
,,  Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  590 


14 


c 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HiaiPSTEAD. 


Premises  disinfected 

29 

Temporary  Caravans  inspected 

10 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  examination 

40 

Samples  of  Water  ,, 

4 

Interviews  with  Owners  respecting  work 

51 

Visits  re  Shops’  Acts 

125 

Houses  demolished  ... 

6 

Houses  closed  (Insanitary  areas) 

51 

Drains  tested  with  water 

12 

Carcases  inspected 

3012 

Clerical — Letters  written 

123 

Statutory  Notices  issued 

20 

Informal  ,,  ,, 

190 

Notification  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Diseases 

11 

Canal  Boats  inspected 

80 

River  Cleaning,  instances 

2 

Houses- 

-Defects  Remedied  : 

Brickwork  made  good 

26 

Defective  floors  rep li ted 

60 

Cooking  Stoves,  Fire  Grates  and  Coiipers  .  • . 

69 

Roofs 

42 

Stairs  and  AVood  work 

49 

AValls  and  Ceilings  ... 

26 

Dampness  remedied 

25 

AVntilation  improved 

61 

Guttering  and  rain  water  pipes  repaired 

39 

AValls  and  ceilings  cleansed 

64 

Yards  repaired  or  paved 

24 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 

Stand  pipes  removed  and  water  taps  provided 

4 

inside  houses 

10 

Drainage  : 

AV.C.’s  repaired 

56 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed 

18 

,,  re-laid  or  repaired 

39 

New  sinks  provided 

16 

Various 

Dust  bins  provided 

53 

Accumulations  removed 

5 

Animals  improperly  kept 

3 

Overcrowding  abated 

9 
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Common  lodging  houses  cleansed 
Hake  houses  limewashed 
Cesspools  emptied 
Pails  closets  emptied 
Various  visits 

Housing. 

Number  of  Flouses  erected  during  1932  ; — • 

(1)  By  the  Local  AutUority 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


8 

34 

353 

400 

82 


42 

55 


1.  Inspection  of  14\velling  Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (cl)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  386 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2486 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  106 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  511 

(3j  Number  of  dw^elling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 
gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitat, ion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  279 

2.  Remedy  op  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — ■ 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requii-ing  repairs  ...  ...  ...  95 

(2)  Number  of  d  welling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

{a)  By  Owners 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

16 


95 

Nil. 


( 


P>0R0U(t}1  of  HFMIO.  P11<]MPSTFAD 


B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(‘2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — • 

(a)  By  Owners 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners... 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1990  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  reo^Bct  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 

D.  —  Proceedmgs  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1990  • 

IL — Proceedings  under  section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

F. — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925 

Canal  Boats  Acts  &  Pegulations  : 

Canal  Boats  inspected  during  the  ^mar  ...  80 

Contraventions  discovered  ...  ...  ...  10 

Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


40 


40 

Nil. 


10 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908  : 

Licenses  issued  to  iveep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
and  Weed  killer 


Insecticides 

3 


Petroleum  Acts  &  Regulations  : 

Number  of  fjicences  on  register  ...  ...  85 

Quantity  stored.  Petroleum  ...  ,  27,198  gallons. 

Quantity  stored,  Carliide  of  Calcium  ...  2,076  lbs. 

Licence  Fees  received  by  the  Council  ...  £18  :  5  :  0. 


The  advent  of  cheap  dry  batteries  and  accumulators  has  very  much 
reduced  the  quantity  demanded  for  lighting  purposes,  so  that  the 
quantity  stored  is  not  so  great  as  in  previous  years. 

Whilst  the  method  of  storing  Petroleum  in  steel  cylinders  under¬ 
ground  becomes  more  general  and  is  safer  than  the  old  way  of 
storing  in  tins,  which  often  became  leaky,  there  is  always  a  lurliing 
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fear  that  those  constantly  using  Petroleum  may  reach  that  stage  when 
familiarity  breeds  contempt  and  serious  consequences  ensue  :  at  the 
same  time  all  that  can  be  done  officially  is  done  to  see  that  proper  fire 
extinguishers  are  provided  where  licences  are  granted  and  the  Fire 
Brigade  and  the  Police  are  provided  with  a  list  of  premises  where 
Petroleum  is  stored. 

Shops  Acts,  1912 — 1928  : 

Visits  during  the  year  ...  125. 

During  the  year  no  serious  contraventions  have  been  found  ; 
trivial  matters  have  received  attention  by  the  traders  when  these  have 
been  pointed  out  to  them. 

S.  S.  RAW  SON,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Factories  —(including  Factory 

Number  of 

Inspections.  Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

laundries) 

Workshops  — (including  Work- 

shop  laundries) 
Workplaces — (other  than  out- 

171 

2 

— 

worker’s  premises)  ... 

21 

— 

— 

Total 

192 

2 

— 

Defects  found  : 


Particulars. 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

Found 

Number  of  Defects 
.  Remedied.  Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecutions 

instituted 

Sanitary  accommodation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

1 

1 

— ■ 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises. — Defect  found  Nil. 
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Housing  : 

During  the  year  active  measures  wmre  taken  towards  the  lietterment 
of  housing  conditions;  a  group  of  worn  out  cottages  on  the  Moor  were 
condemned  by  the  Local  Authority  and  await  demolition.  Tiiree  other 
houses  which  were  considered  unlit  for  habitation  were  demolished.  In 
July  an  Inquiry  was  instituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  regarding 
Clearance  Orders  on  Areas  at  Bury  Hill.  Cherry  Bounce  and  High 
Street,  The  Orders  relating  to  Cherry  Bounce  and  Bury  Hill  were 
confirmed  in  toto.  The  Order  relating  to  Harvey  Place  and  High  Street 
was  confirmed  as  regards  all  the  dwelling  houses  while  the  Order 
relating  to  Keens  Yard  and  High  Street  was  conbrmed  as  regards  all 
the  houses  in  Keens  Yard,  those  in  High  Street  being  excluded  from 
the  Area.  Tliese  unsatisfactory  liouses  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by 
other  means. 

Tills  year  the  Council  completed  a  scheme  for  the  erection  of  39 
houses  in  Seaton  Road,  under  the  1924  Housing  Act. 

x\  further  sclieme  for  the  erection  of  32  houses  in  Runham  Road 
and  24  houses  in  Sunmead  Road,  under  the  1930  Housing  Act,  was 
commenced.  Six  houses  in  Runham  Road  were  completed,  while  the 
remainder  of  the  scheme  will  be  completed  in  1933.  In  addition,  a 
start  was  made  with  the  erection  of  24  houses  to  be  let  at  an  economic 
rent.  6  in  Rnnham  Road  being  completed  and  18  in  Chapel  Street  to  be 
completed  in  1933. 

These  schemes  involve  the  erection  of  a  total  of  110  houses  50  of 
them  to  lie  allocated  to  the  displaced  tenants  of  the  Clearance  Areas 
and  the  houses  on  the  Moor  awaiting  demolition. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  Council  have  erected  a  total  of  220 
liouses  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act.  1924.  The  cost 
])er  house  was  varied  with  the  different  schemes,  the  latter  ones  costing 
less.  When  the  30  houses  in  Seaton  Road,  above  referred  to,  were 
completed  it  was  decided  to  charge  the  same  rent  for  the  same  type  of 
house  erected  under  this  Act.  In  order  to  do  tins  an  average  was 
taken.  As  a  result  the  rents  at  December,  1932  were; 


Net  Rent. 

Rates. 

Total. 

2  hedroom  tvpe  . . . . 

c/3i 

2/84 

9/- 

3  bedroom  tvpe  .... 

7/8 

3/2 

10/10 

In  order  to  arrive  at  these  rents  the  Council  made  the  maximum 
Rate  Contribution  per  liouse  prescribed  by  the  xAct. 
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The  above  schemes  will  do  much  to  relieve  the  conditions  of  over¬ 
crowding  which  exist  in  the  Jdorough  but  it  is  apparent  that  further 
provision  of  houses  at  a  sufficiently  low  rent  will  be  required  to  alleviate 
the  conditions  under  which  many  families  witii  a  wage  earning  capacity 
of  £2  10s.  Od.  or  less  are  still  living. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Disease  (excluding 


Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 

Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

11 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

Nil. 

0  ]) h  t h  a  1  m  i  a  N  e  o  n  ator u  m 

1 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  very  liglit.  There  was  a 
prevalence  of  Chickenpox  in  the  Spring  and  a  minor  ouihreak  of 
Wliooping  Cough  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  11  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  produce  a  rate  of  *72  per  1000  population  and  the  2 
cases  of  Diphtheria  a  rate  of  *13  per  1000  population  as  compared 
with  similiar  respective  rates  of  2*12  and  1’08  for  England  and  Wales. 

Undulant  Fever. 

During  the  year  an  adult  tentatively  diagnosed  as  having  Enteric 
Fever  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Undulant  Fever.  This  is  a 
condition  wdiich  is  apparently  identical  wdth  Malta  oi'  Medicerranean 
Fever  ;  the  latter  is  contracted  from  drinking  goats  milk,  and  due  to  the 
same  germ.  The  same  germ  is  responsible  for  the  condition  knowm  as 
Contagious  Abortion  in  cattle  ;  this  is  very  common  among  cattle  in 
this  Country  and  it  is  thought  that  Undulant  Fever  here  is  derived 
usually  from  drinking  milk  produced  from  a  cow  which  at  one  time 
suffered  from  Contagious  Abortion.  It  is  also  believed  that  other 
domestic  animals  can  harbour  the  germ.  Comparatively  few  cases  are 
reported  in  this  Country  although  it  has  been  well  recognised  abroad. 
Undulant  Fever  is  difficult  to  diagnose  and  it  is  questionable  wdiether 
it  is  not  more  common  than  would  apxiear,  many  such  cases  perhaps 
being  called  Influenza  ’  etc.  After  the  above  case  of  Undulant  Fever 
bad  been  recognised  several  other  cases  were  discovered  in  the  County. 
An  investigation  of  the  herd  of  cows  from  which  was  obtained  the  milk 
consumed  liy  this  patient  did  not  definitely  reveal  any  infection. 
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Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  during  the  year. 

The  Vaccination  Officer  supplies  the  following  figures  : — 

Successful  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  73 

Exemption  Certificates  ...  ...  ...  226 


Tuberculosis. 


0—  1 
1 —  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35 — 45 
45 — 55 
55 — 65 


65  &  upwards 


New  Cases 
Pulm.  Noii-Pulm. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


-1—1 
-  —  —  1 

5  1—1 

4  12  — 

2  1  —  — 

3  —  —  — 


Total  ...  15  4  2  3 


Deaths. 


Palm. 

Non-Pulm 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  1 

4 

_  _ 

4 

1 

- -  - 

9 

1 

—  — 

2 

_ 

_  _ 

1 

— 

—  1 

—  1 

13 

2 

0  3 

Health  Education. 

Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects  are  made  use  of  as  the  occasion 
arises  : — Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Infectious  Diseases,  Cleanliness. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Eural  District  of  Hemel  Hempstead  comprises  au  area  of 
19,994  acres  and  is  made  up  Ijy  the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley, 
Flannden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gahdesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  re¬ 
sident  population,  1982)  ...  ...  8,557. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of 

1932),  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  2,380. 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  4'47;G37. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  £178. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total. 

kf.  F. 

T-  •  )  Legitimate  118 

Live  '  ^ 

BlltilS  r-ii  . 

Illegitimate  4 

G3  55 

2  2 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  ...  14 ’3 

Stillbirths  ...  3 

1  2 

Rate  ])er  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births 

24 

Deaths  ...  ...  9G 

54  42 

Death  Rate  iier  1000  of  the 

estimated  resident 

pop- 

Illation 

1F2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still  Births). 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  x^uerperal  causes 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants 

Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  iier  1000  live  births 

••• 

Nil. 

Legitimate  infants  per 

1000  legitimate  b 

irths 

Nil. 

Illegitimate  infants  per 

1000  illegitimate  births 

Nil. 

Actual  number  of  deaths  un 

der  1  year : 

Legitimate  Nil. 

Illegitimate  Nil.  Total  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ag 

es)  ...  ... 

•  ••  ••• 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

•••  ••• 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

•  •  «  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil. 

Principle  Causes  op  Death. — Of  the  9G  deaths,  32  were  attributable 
to  Heart  Disease,  9  to  other  Circulatory  Diseases,  10  to  Cancer,  8  to 
Bronchitis,  7  to  Pneumonia,  4  to  Influeima,  1  to  Respiratory  Tubercu¬ 
losis,  and  1  to  other  Taberculous  disease. 
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Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year.— There  were  no 
infant  deaths. 

Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Hospitals.—  See  Borough  of  Ilemel  Hempstead  Eeport,  page  9. 
Ambulance  Facilities. —  Ditto.  pages  9  &  10. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. — Ditto.  page  10. 

MATERNITY  and  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Chipperfield  and  District  Welfare  Centre. — This  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  is  held  from  2.30  to  4.30  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Tuesday  of  each  month  while  the  Ante  Natal  Centre  is  held  at  2.30  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month.  The  Centres  are  held  at  the  Chip¬ 


perfield  Institute.  The  doctor  attends  at  each  session. 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  38 

No.  of  children  between  1  &  5  years  on  ihe  books  80 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  327 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  betAveen  1  &  5  years  759 

Average  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  45‘6 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  ...  ...  21 

No.  of  consultations  they  have  made  Avith  doctor...  38 


Kings  Langley  Welfare  Centre. — This  is  a  voluntary  centre. 
It  is  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month  from  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 


The  doctor  attends  at  each  session. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  Avas  open  during  1932  ...  12 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  41 

,,  ,,  betAATen  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  37 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  .  .1 
,,  ,,  ,,  betAveen  1  &  5  years  ) 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  37 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  consultations  they  have  made  Avith  doctor  17 


School  Clinics. — There  are  no  School  Clinics  in  the  District 
except  a  Dental  Clinic  at  Kings  Langley.  The  Education  Authority 
under  the  Education  Acts  is  the  County  Council  and  children  with 
defects  attend  the  nearest  appropriate  clinic  outside  the  District. 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
Report  page  10. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Report  page  10. 
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Midwives.  Pkofessional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are 
six  tnidwives  who  are  einplo^^ed  by  tlie  Nursing  Associations  and  who 
undertake  Public  Health  Work  and  General  Nursing  in  the  home. 
There  is  one  other  private  midwife. 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  nui'sing  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the 
home. 

Legislation  in  force. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  General  Adoptive  Acts.  Regulations  and 
Bye-laws  relating  to  the  public  health  in  the  District  ; 


General  Adoptive  Acts.’ 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ... 
Public  Health  (xAniendment)  Act,  Part  8 
(Rural  sects.)  1890 

Public  Ifealth  (xhmendment)  x\ct,  1907 

Part  2.  Sects.  18,  20,  22,  23,  24,  25, 
28,  29,  30,  31,  32  &  33. 
Parts.  Seers.  fH— 38,  43— 46  &  49 
Part  4.  Sects.  52  —67  inclusive. 

Part  3.  Sect.  50 

Public  Flealth  x4ct,  1925,  Parts  2,  3  and  4  as 
far  as  capable  by  a  Rural  Authority 

Bye-Laws  : 

In  respect  of  Common  Lodging 
Houses 

In  respect  of  New  Streets  and 
P)uildings 


adopted  Feb.,  1891 
Jan.,  1923 


5  ? 


i  ? 


Jan.,  1913 
July,  1926 
Jan.,  1931 

adopted  1879 
„  1907 


In  respect  of  Slaughter  Houses  ...  adopted  1879  amended  1925 


Laboratory  Facilities  : 

See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead — ’page  12. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water— A  piped  supply  is  provided  to  Kings  Langley,  Chipper- 
field,  Bovmgdon  and  Flaunden  by  the  Rickmansworth  Water  Company. 

Flamstead  draws  its  suppl}-  from  a  deep  well,  an  oil  engine  and 
pump  distributing  it  to  scattered  tanks. 

Markyate  is  supplied  from  a  well  and  boring  of  a  total  depth  of 
371  feet.  The  water  is  pumped  by  three  throw  pumps  driven  by  oil 
engines.  There  is  a  storage  reservoir  of  50,000  gallons  whence  a 
satisfactory  ])ressure  is  maintained  throughout  the  village.  Water  is 
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pumped  to  supply  Beechwood  House,  the  main  giving  a  supply  to  farms 
and  cottages  on  the  wa^u  An  independent  pump  is  proposed  lo  be 
installed  to  supply  the  Beechwood  water  level  main. 

Great  Gaddesden  and  Gnddesden  Row  depend  on  wells  and  rain 
waiter  tanks.  The  water  to  Jockey  End  is  obtained  from  a  boring  sunk 
to  a  depth  of  300  feet,  the  waiter  thus  obtained  being  passed  through  a 
Chlorinator. 

IBvers  and  Streams, — ’There  has  been  no  work  necessary  in 
regard  to  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Seaverage. — There  have  been  no  alterations  or 
extensions  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — Schemes  for  the  periodical  emptying  of  earth  closets 
and  ]U’ivies  are  in  operation  at  Bovingdon,  Bourne  End,  Ghipperfield 
and  Flamsteacl. 

House  refuse  is  collected  w^eekly  from  Kings  Langley  and  Boving¬ 
don  ;  fortnightly  from  Ghipperfield,  Flamstead  and  Harkyate.  The 
refuse  from  Bovingdon,  Ghipperfield  and  Kings  Langley  is  taken  to  a 
central  site  and  disposed  of  by  means  of  the  Bradford  system.  The 
method  proves  very  satisfactory.  The  refuse  from  IMarkyate  and 
Flamstead  is  buried  in  excavated  pits  formerly  used  for  gravel  digging. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Miekshors. — There  are  64  of  these 
premises  in  the  District.  67  inspections  have  been  made. 

Slaughter  Houses. — -There  are  eleven  slaughter  houses  in  the 
District.  120  visits  were  made.  Three  of  the  above  mentioned 
slaughter  houses  have  not  been  in  use  during  the  year. 

Bake-Houses. — There  are  7  bake-houses  in  the  District.  14 
inspections  have  been  made. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1932. 
Inspections. — Housing 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 


tions,  1925 

55 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts 

62 

,,  for  special  enquiry 

...  •  •  • 

— 

.,  after  infectious  disease 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

40 

,,  on  complaint 

*  •  «  .  .  • 

26 

Visits  after  serving  notice  and  to  work  in 

progress.. . 

443 
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Trade  Premises  : 

Number. 

Inspections 

P)ake- houses 

7 

14 

Laundries 

2 

2 

Cowsheds 

64 

67 

Slaughter-houses 

11 

120 

New  or  Remedial  Work. 

Houses  ; 

Premises  disinfected  ...  •  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

32 

Rooms  cleanse! 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

141 

Defective  plaster  repaired,  walls  & 

ceilings  ... 

24 

Walls  damp  and  defective  remedied... 

35 

Roofs,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired 

46 

Windows  repaired 

49 

Stairs  repaired 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16 

Floors  repaired 

*  •  «  •  •  • 

30 

Doors  repaired 

•  •  t  . 

26 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  and  fire- 

grates  repaired  or  renewed 

»  •  •  •  •  • 

22 

Overcrowding  abated 

»  -  •  •  •  • 

2 

Receptacles  for  house  refuse  provided 

28 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided 

•  •  •  »  •  » 

7 

Drainage  ; 

Water  closets  &  E.C ’s  repaired  or 

converted 

15 

Drains  unstopped 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

New  Drains  laid  and  tested  wutli 

water  (in- 

eluding  New  Buildings) 

•  •  •  •  ■  • 

60 

Cesspools  emptied 

*  •  •  ♦  •  • 

4 

,,  repaired 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

2 

Water  supplies  made  good  ... 

•  •  •  «  «  • 

1 

Wells  repaired 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Defective  drainage  fittings  ... 

...  •  •  • 

2 

New  E.  Closets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

New  Cesspools 

...  •  «  « 

4 

New  Sinks  provided  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

Pavings  repaired 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

6 

The  above  statement  does  not  include  any  visits  or  rei^airs  carried 
out  to  the  Council’s  property.  During  the  year  1932,  450  rooms  in  the 
Council’s  Cottages  were  cleansed  and  re-decorated. 
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No.  of  houses  erected  during  tlie  year  1932  - 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  •••  ...  8 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  46 

Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  A^ear: — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  117 

(d)  N  umber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  417 

(2)  (rt)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  55 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  194 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a' state  so  dan¬ 

gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  he  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  23 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  49 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

3.  — xAction  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  55 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  wei'e  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — • 

Ui)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

ih)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  &  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1980  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separat  i  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Ordets  were  made  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separade  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil. 

E.  — Proceedings  under  section  8  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  :  Nil. 

F.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  &  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

Licenses  issued  :  Petroleum  24  ;  Carbide  9. 

Quantity  stored  :  Petroleum  55,658  galls.  ;  Carbide  12|  cwts. 

Fees  collected  from  above  :  £21  :  5  :  0. 

Thomas  H.  LIGHBODY,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Inspections.  Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

Factories  — (including  Factory 

laundries) 

2  — 

— 

Workshops— (it]  eluding  Work- 

shop  laundries) 

58  — 

— 

Workplaces — (other  than  out- 

worker’s  prernisesj  ... 

- - -  — 

— 

Total 

55  — 

— 

Defects  Found 

Nil. 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises — Defects  found  ...  Nil. 
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Housing. 

During  1982  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  as 
follows  :  — 

At  Bovingdon  .  8  Non-Parlour,  3  bedroom  typo. 

These  were  let  at  an  economic  rent  of  ll/4,  inclusive. 

A  further  scheme  for  the  erection  of  7  more  bouses  at  Bovingdon 
was  passed.  The  foilowing  types  were  arranged  for: — • 


4  .  Non-parlour,  3  bedroom  type, 

2  .  Non-parlour,  2  bedroom  type. 

1  .  Non-parlour,  4  bedroom  type. 


These  liouses  were  definitely  provided  for  certain  families  whose 
houses  are  scheduled  for  demolition  or  who  are  living  in  overcrowded 
conditions.  The  two  bedroom  and  four  bedroom  houses  and  two  of  the 
three  bedroom  houses  are  to  be  subsidised. 

Inspection  under  the  1930  Housing  Act  of  working  class  dwellings 
was  completed  at  Bovingdon  during  the  year  and  a  start  was  made  with 
those  at  Chipperfield.  In  addition  other  houses  to  which  special 
attention  has  been  drawn  were  inspected  in  other  i3arishes. 

Altogether  55  houses  were  inspected  under  this  Act. 

The  service  of  notices  in  the  case  of  houses  where  defects  were 
discovered  was  continued  ;  as  the  result  of  inspections  under  tiie  1930 
Housing  Act  in  1932,  and  also  the  continuance  of  attention  to  defects 
found  from  inspections  during  the  two  previous  years,  under  the  same 
Act,  eleven  informal  and  56  statutory  notices  were  served  and  this 
resulted  in  46  houses  being  made  fit  during  the  year. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases  (excluding 


Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 

Total  Oases 

Admitted  to 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital.  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

31  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1  — 

Fjiwsipelas 

1 

—  — 

Paratyphoid  B.  Fever  ... 

1 

1  — 

Chicken  pox 

6 

— .  — 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  October — December 
in  the  Markyate  and  Flamstead  area.  The  three  elementary  schools  in 
this  area  were  affected.  Special  investigations  were  carried  out  at 
Flamstead  School,  wffiich  was  closed  for  one  week  and  disinfected.  All 
school  contacts  were  examined  by  me  before  they  were  allowed  to 
return  to  school.  The  32  cases  produce  a  rate  of  3‘74  per  1000  pop¬ 
ulation  as  compared  with  2’12  for  England  and  Wales. 

Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  during  the  year. 

Tile  Vaccination  Officer  supplies  the  following  figures: — 

Successful  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  42 

Exemption  Certificates  ...  ...  ...  29 


Tuberculosis. 


0-  1 
0--  5 
5  -10 
10-15 
15-20 
20-25 
25 -.15 
35 — 45 
45 — 55 
55—65 
65  upwards 

Total 


New  Oases. 
Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


-21  — 
1  —  — 
11—1 

_  1  _  _ 


1 


5 


2 


Deaths. 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 


1 


10  10 


Health  Education. 

Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects  are  made  use  of  as  the  occasion 
arises  :  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


The  Urban  District  of  Great  Berkhamsted  comprises  an  area  of 
1,208  acres. 


Population  (Registrar  -  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  1932) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1932)  according  to  Rate 
Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ... 


8,485 

2,197 

£64,824 

£256 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

T  .  ( Legitimate  105 

Live  ! 

Biiths  ( 0 
Stillbirths  ...  4 


M. 

59 

2 

2 


F. 

46 

4 

2 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  ...  131 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  ...  34’8 

lOOO  of  the 
pop- 
lOo 


Deaths  ...  ...  89 

45  44 

Death  Rate  per  1000  ' 
estimated  resident 
Illation 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  Births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  8.  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


72'I 

762 

Nil. 


Total  8. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Principle  Causes  of  Death.  —Of  the  89  deaths  27  were  attributable 
to  Heart  Disease  and  8  to  other  Circulatory  Diseases,  15  to  Cancer,  8  to 
Bronchitis,  6  to  Pneumonia,  2  to  other  Respiratory  Diseases,  2  to 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  1  to  other  Tuberculous  Disease  and  1  to 
Influen;^a. 
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Causes  op  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. — Of  the  ei«ht  infant 
deaths  I  were  attributable  Prematurity,  ‘2  to  Congenital  Debility,  I  to 
Congenital  Heart  Disease  and  I  to  Broncho-pneumonia. 

Provision  of  Health  Services. 

HOSPITALS  : 

A.  1.  Fever — Audbury  Isolation  Hospital. — See  Berkbam- 

st^d  Rural  District  Report,  page  41. 

2.  Smallpox. — See  Bomugb  of  Hemel  Hempstead  Report 
page  8. 

B.  3  &  4.  For  other  Plospital  facilities  see  Borough  of  Hemel 

Hempstead  Report,  page  9. 

5.  Public  x\ssistance  Institution. — Nugent  House,  High 
street,  Berkhamsted.  Medical  Officer  :  Dr.  J.  W. 
Turner. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A.  For  Infectious  Cases  a  Red  Cross  motor  ambulance  is  stationed 

at  the  Aldbury  Hospital.  (Tel.  :  Tring  2). 

B.  For  Non-in fectioiis  cases  and  accidents  the  above  amlj^dance 

is  available  (disinfection  of  the  ambulance  is  carried 
out  after  the  removal  of  any  infectious  case)  and,  m 
addition,  a  motor  ambulance,  towards  which  the  Urban 
Council  subscribes,  is  ke])t  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital 
Hemel  Hempstead.  (Tel.  :  Boxmoor  39). 

CLINIC  TREATMENT  CENTRES: 

jMaternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. — This  Centre  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  County  Council,  is  held  at  Annandale  House,  Berkhamsted, 
every  Friday,  at  2.30  to  4.30  p.m.  The  doctor  attends  fortnightly  (2nd 
and  4th  Friday).  The  x^nte-Natal  Centre  is  held  every  2nd  and  4th 
Thursday,  10.30  to  12.30. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1932  50 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  118 

,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  books  139 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  under  1  year...  1097 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  701 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  ...  378 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  tlie  books  ...  77 

No.  of  consultations  the^"  have  made  wuth 

the  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 
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School  Clinics. — The  Education  Authority  under  the  Education 
Act  is  tile  County  Council.  There  is  no  School  Clinic  in  this  District. 
Children  with  delects  can  attend  the  appropriate  County  Clinic  in 
adjacent  districts. 

Tueatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Deport  page  iO. 

Midwives — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are  4 
Midwives  practising  in  the  Urban  District.  They  are  employed  by  the 
Nursing  Associations  and  undertake  Public  Health  Work  and  General 
Home  Nursing. 

There  is  no  provision  for  nursing  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  home. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  General  xAdoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws 
relating  to  the  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  District :  — 

General  Adoptive  Acts  : 

1.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act 

2.  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act  ... 
d.  Public  Health  (xAmendment)  Act 

4.  Public  Health  Acts,  parts  2  A  5 

(The  rest  of  the  Act  is  compulsory). 

Bye-Laws  : 

1.  In  respect  of  nuisances  arising  from  snow,  dust, 

ashes  A  rubbish  ...  ...  ...  ...  adopted  PJOO 

2.  In  respect  of  the  cleansing  of  pavements  A  foot¬ 

ways  and  of  the  cleansing  of  earth  -  closets, 
ashpits  and  cesspools 

8.  In  respect  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 

4.  In  respect  of  Slaughter  Houses 

5.  In  respect  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings  and 

Alterations  to  Buildings 

6.  In  respect  of  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ... 


J ) 


1900 

1900 

1900 


1924 

1932 


1890 

1890 

1907 

1925 


Laboratory  Facilities.— See  Borough  of  HTIempstead,  page  12. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. — A  piped  w^ater  supply  is  derived  from  Great 
Berkhamsted  Water  Company.  It  is  sufficient  in  quantity  and  recent 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  has  shewn  it  to  be  of  satis¬ 
factory  purity.  The  water  is  of  hard  type,  temporary  hardness  being 
2I‘H  and  permanent  hardness  1'8  parts  per  100,000. 
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RivEiis  AND  Streams. — Thera  has  been  no  work  necessary  in 
regard  to  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.—  The  town  is  well  sewered  ;  disposal 
work  consist  of  septic  tanks  with  percolating  hlters.  The  effluent  is 
sampled  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  and  continues  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  The  large  sewerage  extension  which  was  in  progress  last  year 
and  which  included  a  duplication  of  the  outfall  sewer  has  now  been 
completed.  A  few  outlying  properties  have  private  disposal  works 
usually  consisting  of  septic  tanks  and  land  treatment. 

Scavenging. — House  refuse  is  removed  weekly  to  the  tip  at  the 
Broadway  Sewage  Works.  It  is  removed  in  hor.se  dust  carts  all  of 
which  are  covered  and  one  of  which  is  of  modern  type  and  fitted  with 
automatic-closing  covers.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  modern  type  of 
cart  will  be  used  exclusively  in  the  near  future.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  discontinuance  of  tipping  and  for 
the  introduction  of  the  Bradiord  System  of  refuse  disposal.  A  site  was 
obtained  and  the  system  expected  to  be  in  action  early  in  1988. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  IMilkshops. — There  are  11  of  these 
premises  in  the  District.  85  inspections  have  been  made.  In  addition 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits  and  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence 
of  dirt  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Inspector  examines  the  cow-s  for 
Tuberculosis  and  also  examines  the  milk  periodically  at  all  retailers 
from  the  point  of  view  of  cleanliness. 

Foods  other  than  AIiek. — The  4  slaughter-houses  and  the  7 
Bake-houses  in  the  District  are  visited  and  foods  exposed  for  sale  in  the 
weekly  Market  are  inspected. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1932. 

Inspections. 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
,,  ,,  Public  Health  Acts 

,,  for  special  enquh’y 

,,  after  infectious  disease 

,,  on  complaint 

Visits  after  serving  notices  and  visiis  to  wmrk  in  progress  ••• 


42 

50 

45 

54 

85 

6GH 
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Common  Lodging  Houses  : 


Number  on  Register  ...  2. 


Visits  of  Inspection  ...  7 


Trade  Premises  : 


Bakehouses 
Co^vsheds  ... 
jMilkshops  ... 
Slaughter-houses  ... 
Markets 

New  or  Remedial  Work. 


Number. 

Inspections 

7 

14 

3 

15 

8 

20 

4 

48 

1 

51 

Houses  : 

Premises  disinfected  ... 

Rooms  cleansed 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  repaired 
Wahs  damp  &  defective  remedied 
Defective  woodwork  &  floors  repaired 
Roofs,  gutterings  &  spoutings  repaired 
Defective  chimneys  repaired  ... 

New  food  stores  provided  or  existing  ones 
improved 

Ventilation  improved  ... 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  &  firegrates 
repai  red  or  renewed 
Dustbins  (provided  by  owners) 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 
Out-houses  repaired  ... 

Various  defects  remedied 


24 

3514 

94 

86 

107 

113 

3 

40 

7 

64 

42 

8 
8 

37 


Drainage  : 


Water  closets  repaired 
Water  closets  demolished  &  new  provided 
Flushing  cisterns  repaired 
New  drains  laid 
Drains  &  fittings  repaired 
,,  unstopped 

,,  tested  with  water  (including  new 

buildings)... 

Cesspools  emptied 

Sinks  &  washing  facilities  provided  ... 


70 

2 

39 

37 

46 

11 

52 

6 

12 
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Vaeious  : 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  3 

JAm  lies  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  steam 
disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Samples  of  Avater  taken  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  closed  &  dem  >lished  by  owners  ...  2 

Overcrowding  nbated  ...  ..  ...  ...  14 

Oarcases  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  792 

LiA^er  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  84  lbs. 

Milk  : 

Samples  of  Milk  examined  for  dirt  ...  ...  85 

Clerical  Work  .* 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

Formal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


H  ousing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 
,,  ,,  ,,  other  bodies  or  nersons 

1.  Inspection  of  Dioelling  Houses  duriiuj  the  Year  :  — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  Inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
xA.cts)  ...  ...  •  •  ■  ...  • .  • 

(h)  N  umber  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  U)  N  umber  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(l)  above)  which  Avere  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Eegulations, 
1925  ...  . 

[h)  N  umber  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(8)  Number  of  dAvelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for 
human  habitation  ... 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub- head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  liemedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Ijocal 
Authority  or  their  Officers 


Nil. 

17 


0‘ 


894 


42 


84 


48 


54 
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3.  Action  under  Stcitutorij  Potuers  during  the  Year  : 

B.  Proceedifjgs  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  bouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act,  19^8  : 

Licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Quantity  of  Petroleum  stored  ...  ...  18,610  galls. 


JNO.  HADFIELD,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  : 


F actories — (in clud ing  Factory 
laundries) 

AVorkshops — (including  Work¬ 
shop  laundries) 
Workplaces — (other  than  out¬ 
worker’s  premises)  ... 

Total 


Number  of 

Ins23ections.  Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

prosecuted 

14  1 

— 

— ■  — 

— 

14  1 

,  ■ 

Defects  Found  ; 


Found 

Number  of  Defects 
.  Eemedied.  Deferred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecutions 

instituted 

Insufficient  Sanitary 

Accommodation  1 

1 

— 

— 

Total  ...  1 

1 

— 

. 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises.  Defects  found — Nil. 
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Housing. 

Aluch  progress  has  been  made  in  the  remedying  of  defects  found 
as  a  result  of  the  comprehensive  survey  which  was  carried  out  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1930.  Alainly  as  the  result  of  informal  notices 
repairs  were  carried  out  in  217  houses.  (473  in  1931).  Reference  to 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  will  give  an  indication  of  the  types  of 
defect  which  have  been  remedied. 

During  the  above  mentioned  survey  there  were  discovered  27  cases 
of  overcrowding.  Of  these,  14  cases  have,  by  vaiaous  ways,  been 
abated;  three  of  them  by  the  allocation  of  council  houses.  Of  the  13 
remaining  live  are  awaiting  the  opportunity  of  a  council  house  and  the 
other  8  apparently  cannot  afford  the  rent  of  one;  other  accommodation 
there  appears  to  he  none.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  for 
the  pr  ivision  of  further  working  class  houses;  there  are  a  number  of 
other  families  living  under  conditions  actually  amounting  to  overcrowd¬ 
ing  although  it  might  be  difficult  to  legally  prove  it  so.  There  are  also 
young  persons  anxious  to  marry  but  unable  to  see  the  possibility  of 
finding  homes. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  table 

gives 

details  of  Notified  Diseases 

(exclud 

bercLilosis)  during  the 

year. 

Total  Oases 

Admitted  to 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

15 

Nil 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas  ... 

. . . 

1 

— 

Nil 

Pneumonia  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

• — 

• — ■ 

Chicken  pox  ... 

»  •  • 

93 

— 

Nil 

IMeasles 

•  •  • 

11 

- — 

Nil 

German  Measles 

39 

■ — 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphthepua. — There  was  no  definite  outbreak 
of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year.  The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  seven  in  October  and  November,  the 
months  during  which  the  disease  is  usually  most  prevalent.  The  15 
cases  produce  a  rate  of  1’77  per  1000  population  and  the  one  case  of 
Diphtheria  a  rate  of  '12  per  1000,  as  compared  with  the  respective  rates 
of  2’12  and  1'08  for  England  and  Wales.  All  cases  were  removed  to 
isolation  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Chickenpox,  Measles,  German  Measles. — There  was  an  epidemic 
of  Chickenpox  during  June  atul  July  and  an  epidemic  of  German  Aleasles 
in  March  and  April.  Notification  of  these  tliree  diseases  was  rescinded 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Vaccination.  —  Tiie  Vaccination  Officer  supplies  the  following 
figures  : — 

Successful  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  19. 

Exemption  Certificates  ...  ...  ...  37. 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Casks.  Deaths. 

Pulnionary  Non-Pulnauiary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonarj^ 


0- 

-  1 

M. 

F. 

V. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1- 

5- 

-  5 
-10 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10- 

—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15- 

-20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

20 

-25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25- 

-  35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

35 

-45 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45- 

—55 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55- 

—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

05 

upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

Total 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Health  Education. — Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects  are 
made  use  of  as  the  occasion  arises  : 

Diphtheria,  Scarlatina,  Infectious  Diseases,  Cleanliness. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  Parishes  of 
Northcimrci),  Berkiiamsted  Rural,  Aldbury,  Wiggioton,  Tring  Rural, 
Nettledeu  and  Puttenham,  which  comprises  an  area  of  18.883  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  -  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  1932) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1932)  according  to  Rate 
Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ... 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


5,243 

1,529 

£31,018 

£120 


r  •  (  Legitimate 

Live  ! 

Births  j  r,,  , 

( illegitimate 

G2 

1 

43 

0 

19 

1 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  ...  12"^  0 

Stillbirths  ... 

4 

0 

1 

_i_ 

Rate  per  1000  total 

(live 

and  still)  births  ... 

15’6 

Deaths 

G2 

29 

33 

Death  Rate  per  1000 

of  the 

estimated  resident 

pop- 

Illation 

11'8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  Births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

■»  •  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal 

causes 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  Year. — 

All  infants  pn’  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 


G3’5 

G4’5 

Nil. 


Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year: 

Legitimate  4.  Illegitimate  Nil, 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Total  4. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Principle  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  G2  deaths  23  were  attributable 
to  Pleart  Disease,  3  to  other  Circulatory  Diseases.  7  to  Cancer,  G  to 
Bronchitis.  5  to  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  2  to  Inlluenza  and  1  to 
Ln cephalitis  Lethargica. 
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Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. — Of  the  4  infant 
deaths  2  were  due  to  Congenital  Deformity  and  2  to  Intussusception. 

Provision  of  Health  Services. 


HOSPITALS  : 

A.  1.  Fever — Aldbury  Isolation  Hospital. — Medical  Officer 
Dr.  C.  E.  O’Keefe. 

This  is  iirovided  by  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Berkhamsted 
through  a  Joint  Hospital  Committee,  and  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  the 
country,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Aldbury. 

Accommodation  consists  of  8  wards  with  a  total  of  26  beds.  There 
is  an  Administrative  Block  with  accommodation  for  the  Staff,  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  Matron,  3  Nurses  and  2  Alaids.  There  is  a  Laundry  Block 
and  a  Formalin  Disinfector. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  admitted  to  the  hospital 
during  the  year. 

Berkhamstead  Berkliamstead 
Urban.  Rural. 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  1  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  16  17 


Two  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  actually  occurred  at  the  West 
Herts  Hosp.tal,  Hemel  Hempstead,  and  wnre  removed  from  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  there,  the  homes  being  in  Berkhamstead  Urban  and 
Berkhamstead  Rural  Di'^trict  respectively.  Two  of  the  Diphtheria 
cases  were  actually  regarded  as  carriers. 

2.  Smallpox. — See  Report  for  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
page  8. 

3  &  4. — For  other  Hospital  Accommodation  see  Report  for  Borough 
of  Hemel  Hempstead,  page  9. 

5.  Public  Assistance  Institution. — See  Berkhamsted  Urban 
Report,  page  32. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


A  Red  Cross  motor  ambulance  is  stationed  at  the  Aldbury  Isolation 
Hospital  (Tel.  Tring  2)  and  is  available  for  accidents  and  non-infectious 
cases  as  well  as  infectious  cases.  Disinfection  of  the  ambulance  is 
carried  out  after  the  removal  of  any  infectious  case. 

CLINICS  &  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

School  Clinics. — The  Education  Authority  under  the  Education 
Acts  is  the  County  Council.  There  is  no  School  Clinic  in  the  Rural 
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District.  Children  with  defects  can  attend  the  appropriate  Clinic  in 
adjacent  areas. 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Centre  in  the 
District.  The  nearest  Centre  is  that  of  Great  Berkhamsted.  See 
Berkhamsted  U.D.  report,  page  32. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELEAEE  CENTRES. 

Aldbury. — This  Cent'-e  is  held  on  alternate  Tuesday’s,  2  to  4  p.m. 


The  doctor  attends  monthly. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1982  ...  23 

,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  5 

,,  ,,  l)etwoen  1  A  o  years  on  the  books  12 

,,  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  92 

,,  ,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  118 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  11 

WiGGiNTON. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  first  Friday  of  every 

month  at  2  to  4  p.m.  The  Doctor  attends  on  each  occasion. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  oxien  during  1932  ...  11 

,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  10 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  23 

,,  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  50 

,,  .,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  187 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  21 '5 

PoTTEN  End. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  second  Wednesday'  in 
each  month  from  2.45  to  4  p.m. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1932  ...  11 

,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  8 

,,  ,,  lietween  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  23 

,,  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  7 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  26 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children...  ...  15 

Little  Gaddesden. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  each  month  from  2.45  to  4  p.m. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  ...  ...  10 

. ,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  5 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  5 

,,  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  7 

,,  ,,  between  1  A  5  years  4 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children...  ...  5 

Tlie  above  are  all  voluntary  centres. 
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Tre\t.vient  of  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Report.  Page  10. 

Midwives — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are  4 
Midwives  practising  in  the  Rural  District.  They  are  employed  by  the 
Nursing  Associations  and  undertake  Public  Health  Work  and  General 
Home  Nursing.  They  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Aldbury,  1  ;  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone,  1  ;  Potten  End,  1  ; 
Little  Gaddesden,  1. 

There  is  no  provision  for  nursing  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  home. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — See  Borough  of  H ’Hempstead  report 

page  12. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws 
relating  to  the  Public  Health  of  the  District. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  : 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  66.  Adopted  1907. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  Adopted  February,  1891. 

Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Part  3  without  prejudice  to  the  Provision  of  the  Act  relating  to 
investing  of  Rural  Authorities  with  Urban  Powers.  Adopted 
February,  1891. 

The  above  was  reiterated  as  to  Sections  16  — 19  inclusive,  23,  2o, 
Sub-section  2  of  26,  28.  32,  33,  41,  47  &  48.  Berkharnsted  Rural 
and  Northchurch  Parishes  only.  December,  1895. 

Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  The  following  Sections 
Sections  25  &  50  ...  ...  ...  ...  July,  1928. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Parts  2,  3  &  4,  as  far  as  capable  by 
a  Rural  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  March,  1928 

Bye-Laws  : 

In  respect  of  the  Cleansing  of  Footways  and 
Pavements,  Removal  of  House  Refuse  and 

Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  &c.  ...  ...  Adopted  Sept.  1885. 

In  respect  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ,,  ,, 

In  respect  of  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ,,  ,, 

In  respect  of  Nuisances  arising  from  snow, 
dust,  ashes,  filth,  or  rubbish,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  keeping  of  animals  on  any 
premises  so  as  to  he  injurious  to  health  ...  ,,  ,, 

In  respect  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ,,  Jan.,  1924. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — The  Great  Berkh  am  steel  Water  Com])any  supplies  a 
large  portion  of  Noruhohurch  and  Berkhamsted  Eural  Parishes. 

The  Ghiltern  Hills  Spring  Water  Company  supplies  Wigginton, 
Aldbury,  Astrope,  Puttenham  and  Long  Marston. 

Little  Gaddesden  is  supplied  by  the  Ashridge  Water  Company. 

The  supplies  are  sufficient  in  quantity  and  recent  chemical  and 
bateriologlcal  examination  has  shown  them  to  be  of  satisfactory  purity. 

During  tbe  year  d  more  liouses  in  Tring  Rural  Parish  have  been 
connected  with  the  Ghiltern  Hills  Company’s  main  ;  these  houses 
formerly  drew  their  supply  from  wells  and  streams. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  has  lieen  no  work  necessary  in 
regard  to  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  have  been  no  alterations  or 
extensions  during  tbe  year. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse, — ■ 

Northcburch. — A  weekly  collection  is  carried  out  iu  the  village  and 
a  fortnightly  collection  at  Dudswell  and  Shootersway. 

Bourne  End. — There  is  a  fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  and 
a  weekly  collection  of  closet  pails. 

Potten  End. — A  fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made. 

House  refuse  from  tiie  aiiove  places  is  carted  to  the  tip  at  the  Great 
Berkhamsted  Sewage  Works. 

Aldbury.  —  A  two-monthly  collection  is  made  of  tins,  bottles,  etc. 
They  are  buried  in  a  dell  rented  and  controlled  by  the  Council. 

Whlstone.--A  dump  is  provided  for  liouse  refuse.  The  contents 
are  collected  and  buried  periotlically. 

Wigg  inton.  —  A  monthly  collection  of  tins,  bottles,  etc,  is  made. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies,  and  Cowsheds.  --There  are  44  of  these  in  the  District. 
102  Inspections  have  been  made  in  the  year.  There  are  2  producers  of 
Grade  A  Alilk  and  2  of  Certified  Milk. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  3  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
District,  51  Inspections  have  been  made. 

Bakehouses.  — 18  Inspections  have  been  made  at  the  5  Bake- 
houses  in  the  District. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1932. 

Inspections. 

Housing  . 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  ...  184 

,,  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  57 


)  5 

for  special  enquiry 

*  •  • 

0 

after  infectious  disease  ... 

•  •  » 

49 

on  complaint 

•  •  • 

8 

Visits  after  serving  notice 
,,  to  w^ork  in  progress 

..  ‘  ) 

...  1 

267 

Trade  INiemises  : 

Number. 

Inspections. 

Bakehouses 

5 

18 

Laundries 

3 

9 

Cowsheds 

44 

102 

Slaughter  houses  3 

54 

Canal  Boats  : 

Boats  inspected,  28.  Contraventions,  Nil. 

Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces  : 

43  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  6  Defects  were  found 
and  remedied. 

New  or  Remedial  Work. 

Houses  : 


Premises  disinfected  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

49 

Rooms  cleansed 

54 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  repaired 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16 

Walls  damp  and  defective  remedied  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

23 

Defective  woodwork  repaired... 

*  •  •  •  •  • 

35 

Roofs,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

40 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ... 

»  •  •  •  «  • 

18 

Windows  repaired 

•  •  •  ♦  •  # 

21 

Ventilation  improved  ... 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  and 

fire-grates 

17 

repaired  or  renewed 

•  •  *  »  •  • 

27 

Various  defects  remedied 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

80 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 

28 
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Drainage  : 

Water-closets  repaired 
Flushing  cisterns  repaired 
New  drains  laid 
Drains  repaired 
,,  unstopped 

,,  tested  with  water  (including  neAV  buildings) 
,,  tested  by  smoke 

,,  tested  by  chemical  test 

Cesspools  emptied 

Milk  : 

Samples  of  Milk  examined  for  Dirt 
Clerical  Work  : 

Letters  Avritten  ...  ...  ...  67 

Formal  Notices  ...  ..  ...  0 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  f'5 


Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1932  : 

(1)  Ry  the  Local  Authority  .. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  ]iersons 


24 

32 

65 

23 

21 

65 

5 

0 

12 


17 


4 

29 


i.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  bousing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  241 

(2)  [a]  Number  of  dAvelling  bouses  (included  under 

sub-bead  (l)  aboA^e)  AAdiicb  Avere  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  184 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  184 

(3)  Number  of  d  Avelling  bouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dAA^elling  bouses  (exclusiA^e  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-bead) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  56 
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2,  Uemedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  ivithout  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  69 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Poioers  durmcj  the  Year  ...  ...  Nil. 

JESSE  OAKES,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


ExYctories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Factories — (including  Factory 


Number  of 

Inspections.  Written 
Notices. 


Occnj^iers 

prosecuted. 


laundries) 

18 

3 

— 

AVorkshops —  (including  Wffirk- 

shop  laundries) 

17 

— 

— 

Workplaces — (other  than  out- 

worker’s  x^mmises) 

8 

— 

— 

Total 

43 

3 

— 

Defects  Found  : 

Number  of 

Defects 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied.  Referred 

to  H,M. 

Prosecutions 

Insxiector. 

instituted. 

WTint  of  Cleanliness 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Unsuitable  or  defective  Ban- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

itary  Accommodation 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total  . . . 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises.  Defects  found  ...  Nil. 


Housing. 

During  the  year  the  systematic  inspection  of  working  class  accom¬ 
modation  was  carried  out  and  completed  in  the  xiarish  of  Aldbury. 

This  is  an  agricultural  parish  containing  a  total  of  211  houses  ; 
184  of  these  are  working  class  dwellings,  15  are  private  houses,  4  are 
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shops,  5  are  farms  and  8  are  public  houses.  6  houses  were  erected  by 
the  District  Council  in  1919;  since  1919  there  have  l^een  erected  20 
working  class  dwellings  ;  two  of  these  were  erected  in  1932  as  was  also 
a  new  rectory. 

The  population  in  1911  was  782.  lu  1921  it  had  decreased  to  732, 
and  at  the  1931  census  it  had  risen  to  760. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — Of  the  IB  l  wmrking  class  dwellings  inspected 
128  provide  good  accommodation  and  were  in  reasonalile  repair:  46 
were  in  fair  state  of  repair  hut  required  certain  defects  remedied  while 
10  were  in  poor  condition,  requiring  extensive  attention. 

Overcrowding. — Twm  cases  of  overcrowding  w^ere  found. 

Water  Supply. — All  houses,  excepting  three  in  isolated  positions 
and  provided  with  well  wuiter,  draw  their  water  supply  from  the  mains 
of  the  Chiltern  Hills  Spring  Water  Company.  127  have  an  internal 
water  supply  and  57  have  an  external  supply  common  to  more  than 
one  dw^elling. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.— The  village  is  not  sewered.  Drainage 
is  by  means  of  cesspools.  33  dwellings  have  separate  water  closets  : 
143  dwellings  have  separate  pail  closets  and  8  have  pail  closets  in 
common. 

Arising  out  of  qirevious  inspection  under  the  1930  Housing  Act 
the  following  remedial  measures  were  carried  out  in  1982  : 

Triiui  Rural  Parish.  51  houses  were  made  fit  as  the  result  of 
the  service  of  informal  notices. 

2  out  of  the  4  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  relieved, 
the  families  removing  into  Council  houses. 

The  Council  are  proposing  to  erect  a  further  3  houses. 

Northchurch  Parish.  9  houses  were  made  fit  as  the  result  of 
service  of  informal  notices. 

2  of  the  8  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved. 

P Littenhain  Parish.  9  houses  were  made  fit  as  the  result  of 
service  of  informal  notices. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases  (excluding 


Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year. 

Total  Oases 

Admitted  to 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

16 

Nil 

Diphtheria  ... 

8 

8 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

— 

Chickenpox 

2L 

— 

Nil 

ScAELET  Fever 

AND  Diphtheria.  There  was  no  definite  outbreak 

of  Scarlet  Fever  although  9  of  the  17  cases  occurred  at  Aldbury  over  a 
period  stretciiing  from  January  to  August.  The  Diphtheria  cases  were 

not  related.  The  17 

cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

produce  a  rate  of  8.24  per 

1000  and  the  3  cases 

of  Diphtheria  a  rate  of 

'57  per  1000  as  compared 

with  the  respective 

rates  of  2.12  and  1,08 

per  1000 

population  for 

England  and  Wales. 

Smallpox. 

V  \cciNATiON.  The  Vaccination  Office 

r  supplies 

the  following 

figures : 

Successful  Vaccinations 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

14 

Exemption 

Certificates 

... 

32 

Tuberculosis. 

Nnw  Cases 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 

A 

0-1 

[  F  A1  F 

M  F 

M  F 

1-5 

5-10 

-  -  -  - 

-  - 

- -  - 

10-15 

1  -  -  —  — 

—  — 

- - -  - 

15-20 

--  1  —  1 

•  — 

—  — 

20-25 

1  —  —  — 

—  1 

—  — 

25  35 

1  1  —  — 

—  — 

—  — 

35—15 

—  —  — 

1  1 

—  , — 

45 — 55 

-  —  —  — 

1  — 

—  — 

55 — 65 

1  __  _  _ 

—  — 

—  — 

65  upwards  . . . 

1  -  _  — 

1 

—  • — - 

Total 

4  3  0  1 

2  3 

0  0 

Health  Education.  Pamphlets  on  Infectious  Disease  have  been 
luade  use  of  as  the  occasion  required. 
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Statistics  and  Socia!  Conditions. 

The  Ur))an  District  of  Tring  has  an  area  of  4,407  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  -  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  198^3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,435 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1932)  according  to  Rate 

Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,283 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £25,325 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £99  7s.  3d. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

YI. 

F. 

r  ■  (  Legitimate 

Live  '  ^ 

G6 

37 

29 

Births  j  , 

i  Illegitimate 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Stillbirths 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Deaths  ... 

47 

15 

32 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  ...  14,9 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  ...  14'9 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  ...  10*6 


Rate  per  1000  total 


Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 


All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  yea.i' : 

Legitimate  1.  Illegitimate  0. 

Deaths  from  Yleasles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


15‘2 

15'2 

Nil. 


Total  1. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Principle  Causes  of  Death.  Of  the  47  deaths  1 1  were  attributable 
to  H  eart  Disease,  9  to  Cerebral  Heemorrhage  and  2  to  other  Circula¬ 
tory  Diseases  ;  4  to  Bronchitis,  3  to  Cancer  and  1  to  Respiratory 
Tulierculosis. 


Cau-es  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Y'ear.  The  one  infant 
death  was  due  to  Congenital  Heart  Disease. 
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Provision  of  Health  Services. 


HOSPITALS: 

1.  Fever — Tring  Isolation  Hospital  — This  hospital  is 
situated  about  I  mile  outside  Tring  town  and  is  maintained  by  the 
Tring  Urban  Council.  It  was  presented  by  Lord  Rothschild  in  1899. 


The  following  cases 

wmre  admitted  to  the  hospital 

Tring’  Aylesbury 

during  1932 

Disease. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

— 

Nil 

Diphtheria  ... 

10 

3 

Nd 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

Nil 

2.  Smallpox. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  Report, 
page  8. 

B.  1.  Tuberculosis. — Local  cases  are  treated  in  institutions 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 

2.  Materni'I'y. — (a)  See  West  Herts  Hospital,  page  9. 

(b)  Tring  Cottage  Hospital"  (see  below). 


3.  Children. — The  General  accommodation  of  the  West  Herts 
Hospital'"  and  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital.  " 


4.  General 
see  page  9. 


(1)  The  West  Herts  Hospital.'"  For  particulars 

(2)  The  Royal  Bucks  Hospital.'" 


(2)  This  IS  a  Voluntary  Hospital  wuth  a  contributory  Scheme 
towards  which  £170  Os.  Od.  was  collected  from  Tring  m  1932. 

57  in-patients  and  39  out-patients  came  from  Tring  Hospital 
treatment  is  obtained  by  letter,  or  by  certificate  from  the  local 
Contributory  Scheme  Secretary. 

Out-patient  days  and  times  : 

Monday,  11.30  to  12  — Medical  and  Surgical. 

Tuesday,  11.30  to  12. —  ,,  ,, 

Wednesday,  11.30  to  12. — Medical  and  Surgical;  Dental  10.30. 
Thursdays,  9.30  (alternate  weeks),  2  to  3. — I’hroat,  Nose  and  Ear  (Dates 

from  Secretary). 

Friday,  11.30  to  12  Aledical  and  Surgical. 

Saturday,  9.30— Eyes,  except  1st  Saturday  in  every  month. 

X-Ray  by  appointment  only 

*  Voluntary  Hospital. 
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TiaNG  Cottage  Hospital — This  Hospital  (1  bed)  is  maintained 
by  the  Tiing  Nursing  Association  and  admits  emergency  cases — Medical, 
Surgical  or  Maternity.  The  District  Nurse  is  resident  and  other  Nurses 
are  obtained  as  required. 

Public  Assistance  Institution. — Nugent  House,  High  Street, 
Berkhamsted. 

Ambulance  Facilities, — (a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  a  horse 
ambulance  is  kept  at  tiie  Tring  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Fi)r  Non- infectious  and  Accident  Cases,  a  motor  ambulance  is 
available  from  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital  (Aylesbury  66)  or  from  the 
West  Herts  Hospital  (Boxmoor  39). 


CLINICS  &  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics: 


Infant  Welfare  Centre, — Tiiis  Centre,  provided  by  the  Herts 
County  Council,  is  held  at  Akeman  Street,  on  Friday  at  2  p.m.  The 
doctor  attends  on  tlie  1st  and  3rd  Friday  m  the  month. 


No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1932 
,,  children  under  1  yeai‘  on  the  books 
,,  ,,  between  1  5  years  on  the  books 

.,  attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  ) 
,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  y^ears  ...  ) 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children 


47 

61 

107 


1718 

36 


Ante-natal  Clinic. — This  Clinic  also  is  held  at  Akeman  Street 
and  provided  by  the  Herts  County  Council.  It  is  open  on  the  Lst  and 
3rd  Thursda3^s  in  the  month,  when  a  doctor  attends. 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  ...  ...  54 

No.  of  consultations  the}"  have  made  with  Doctor  223 

School  Clinic. — The  Education  Authority,  under  the  Education 
Acts,  is  the  County  Council.  Thure  is  no  School  Clinic  in  Tring. 
Children  with  defects  can  attend  the  appropriate  County  Clinic  in 
adjacent  areas. 


Tuberculosis  Centre. — There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Centre  in  Tring, 
Cases  attend  the  Berkhamsted  Centre. 

See  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Report.  Page  32. 

Treatment  of  VuNEREAii  Disease.— See  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Re])ort,  page  10. 
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Midwiyes — PROFESSIONAL  Nursing  IN  THE  HoME. — (l)  There  is 
one  midwife  at  Tring.  She  is  employed  hy  the  County  Council  and 
also  undertakes  Public  Health  work  and  general  nursing  in  the  home 
—  fNurse  Shore,  1,  White  House  Terrace,  Western  Road). 

•  (2)  A  Nurse  is  provided  hy  the  Tring  Nursing  Association 
(voluntary) — (Nurse  Green,  Nightingale  Cottage,  Tring). 

(B)  a  Nurse  is  provided  by  Tring  Park  Estate  for  Tring  Park 
tenants — (Nurse’s  Cottage,  High  Street,  Tring). 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  nursing  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the 
home. 

Chemical  Work.- -Nil. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

Tlie  following  Bye-laws  relating  to  the  public  health  are  in  force  in 
the  District  : 

In  respect  of  Slanghtef  Houses  ...  ...  Adopted  1882 

,,  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ,, 

,,  Nuisances  arising  from  snow,  filth 

du^t,  ashes  &  rubbish,  and  foi-  the  prevendon 
of  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so  as 
to  he  injurious  to  health  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

In  respect  of  th'^  cleansing  of  footways  ...  ,, 

,,  New  Buildings  &  Alterations  to 

Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ,,  1924 

Labouatory  Facilities. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
page  1  2. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — A  constant  and  adequate  supply  from  the  Chiltern  Hills 
Spring  Water  Company  is  available  for  the  whole  district  except 
Bulbourne  Hamlet.  Recent  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination 
is  satisfactory.  The  water  is  slightly  hard,  having  a  temporary  hardness 
of  7  8  and  a  permanent  hardness  of  8  8  per  100,000  parts. 

Some  of  the  houses  have  deep  wells  and  are  not  connected  with 
the  ah.ive  source.  The  wells  at  Bulbourne  are  shallow. 

During  the  year  four  analyses  of  well  water  were  made  and  one 
well  was  cleansed. 

Rivers  and  S'r reams. — There  has  been  no  pollution  discovered 
during  the  year. 
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Closet  Accommodation. — Thera  has  bean  no  alteration  in  t^^pe 
during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — The  whole  town  is  cleared  weekly  of  house  refuse 
which  IS  ti])p3d  at  the  Council’s  tip  at  iMiswell. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  20  of  these  in 
the  District.  61  inspactions  have  been  made.  The  Council’s  Veterin¬ 
ary  Inspector  examines  the  cows  for  Tuberculosis  and  also  examines 
the  milk  at  every  retailers  tWice  a  year  from  the  poinij  of  view  of 
cleanliness. 

Slaughter-Houses. — 47  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  0 
Slaughter-Houses  in  the  District.  One  new  Slaughter-house  has  been 
constructed  and  licensed  during  the  ^mar. 

Bake-Houses. — There  are  9  Bake-houses  in  the  District.  22 
inspections  have  been  made. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1932. 

Inspections. 


Housing  : 


Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925 

.  .  . 

♦  •  •  •  •  • 

25 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  ... 

125 

,,  inspected  after  Infectious 

Disease 

•  »  «  •  .  • 

41 

,,  inspected  on  complaint 

•  .  • 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

14 

Visits  after'  serving  informal  notice  ... 

»  «  •  •  •  • 

89 

Visits  to  Avork  in  progress 

•  •  • 

(estimated) 

300 

Trade  Premises  : 

N  umbel 

Inspections. 

Bake-houses 

9 

22 

Cowsheds 

19 

57 

Milk  Shops 

1 

4 

Slaughter-houses 

9 

47 

Canal  Boats  : 

Boats  inspected  ...  17. 

Contraventions 

1 

The  LaATitoiA:'  and  Cloak  Room  accommodation  at  the  Cinema  and 
Public  Halls  have  also  been  inspected. 
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New  or  Remedial  Work. 

Houses  ; 

PL'emises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

Damp  and  defective  walls  remedied  ...  ...  18 

Roofs,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired  ...  10 

Various  defecis  remedied  ...  ...  ...  10 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sanitary  Dust-bins,  supplied  by  Owners  ...  27 

Coppeis  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grates  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

DUAINACtE  ; 

Water  closets  repaired  ..,  ...  ...  b 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  sets. 

Drains  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drains  tested  by  water  (including  new^  buildings)  19  sets. 
Defective  gutters  repaieed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Milk  : 


Samples  of  Milk  were  taken  and  examined  for  dirt  by  the  Veterinary 
Inspector.  Two  samples  were  taken  from  each  registered  Cowkeeper. 

Cleuical  Work  : 

Informal  Notices  written  ...  ...  ...  62 


Housing. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Ry  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

[h)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  14 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year: 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

(a)  Defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts...  126 
{h)  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  202 

(2)  [a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  and  recorded 

(included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  25 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  59 
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(8)  Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  in  a,  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  not  found  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  23 

2.  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers  ...  •••  ...  •••  ...  ...  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  ...  Nit 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

Petroleum  Licenses  Issued  ...  ...  12 

Quantity  Stored  ...  ..  ...  16250  gallons. 

H.  N.  HEDGES.  Sanitanj  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 

Number  of 

Inspections  Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

laundries) 

16  — 

— 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  laundries) 

23  — 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  out- 

workers  premises) 

-  - 

— 

Total 

39  — 

— 

Defects  Found  ...  Nil. 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises. — Defects  fiumd  ...  Nil. 


Housing. 

As  the  result  of  tlie  survey  carried  out  under  the  1930  Housing 
Act  23  houses  were  rendered  fit  in  1932  as  the  result  of  the  service  of 
informal  notices. 
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Towards  the  end  of  tlie  year  the  Urban  Council  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  Workmens  Housing  Association,  Ltd.  for  the 
erectioti  of  24  liouses  of  working  class  type.  A  government  subsidy 
was  obtained  and  a  loan  for  £7000  provided  by  the  Council.  A  site  was 
obtained  at  a  reasonable  cost,  sewerage,  water,  gas  and  electricity  being 
availal)le  on  the  site.  The  houses  are  to  be  of  non-parlour,  three-bed¬ 
room  type  and  built  in  groups  of  four.  Tbe  rent  is  expected  to  be  4/7 
per  week,  exclusive  of  rates  and  the  Council  are  to  have  the  selection  of 
tenants.  These  houses  should  materially  assist  in  reducing  overcrowd¬ 
ing  in  Tring. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Disease  (excluding 


H'culosis)  during  the  year  : 

Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

7 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

10 

10 

Nil. 

Erysipelas 

i 

— 

Pnenmonia 

7 

— 

Chicken  pox 

4 

• — 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. — There  was  no  outbreak  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  the  seven  cases  being  distributed  over  several  months. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  of  Dixihtheria  occurred  at  Tring  Schools 
during  the  third  term  ;  an  investigation  was  carried  out  at  Tring  Junior 
Elementary  School  in  December.  Child  contacts  were  swabbed  before 
they  were  allowed  to  return  to  school,  and  a  number  of  obstinate 
carriers  had  to  remain  from  school  for  some  weeks.  The  7  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  produce  a  rate  of  1'58  per  1000  and  the  10  cases  of 
Diphtheria  produce  a  rate  of  2’25  per  1000  as  compared  with  the 
respective  rates  of  2’42  and  1  03  for  England  and  Wales. 

All  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  of  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  during  the  year. 

The  Vaccination  Officer  supplies  the  following  figures  : 


Successful  Vaccinations 
Exemption  certificates 


13 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulm 

Non-Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm 

0—  1 

M 

F  M  F 

F 

F 

1-  5 

5—10 

10-15 

15—20 

2 

-  -  - - 

— 

— 

-  — 

_ 

___  _ _  _ 

z 

- 

20-25 

— 

1  —  — 

— 

— 

-  - 

25-35 

— 

-  -  - - 

— 

— 

-  - 

O  D  TO  ... 

1 

1  _  _ 

— 

— 

- - -  - 

45—55 

— 

-  -  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

55 — 65 

1 

-  .. — _  - 

— 

— 

_  - 

65 — iq:)  wards 

— 

1  _ 

— 

1 

— .  — 

Total 

4 

3  u  0 

0 

1 

0  0 

Health  Education. 

Pamphlets  on  Infectious  Disease  have  been  made  use  of  as  the 
occasion  required. 


Table  shewing:  Birth  =  rates,  Death  =  rates  and 
Infantile  Mortality  rates. 


1' 


Birth-rate  per 


1000 

population 

England  &  Wales 

15-3 

118  County  Boroughs  & 

Great  Towns  includ¬ 

ing  London  . 

15-4 

126  Smaller  Towns 

(Estimated  Resident 

Populations  25,000  to 

50,000  at  Census  1931) 

15-4 

London  ... 

14-2 

Borough  of  H’Hempstead 

15-3 

Hemel  Hempstead  R.D. 

14-3 

Gt.  Berkhamstead  U.D. 

13T 

Berkhamstead  R.D.  ... 

12.0 

Tring  U.D . 

14-9 

Death-rate  per 

Infantile  Mortality 

1000  population. 

per  1000  Births. 

12  0 

65 

11  8 

69 

108 

58 

12-3 

66 

12-3 

29  8 

1L2 

Nil. 

10-5 

72T 

11.8 

63'5 

10  6 

15-2 

58 


J] 


'i 


4 , 


*» 


•  •  ^*4^ 

i  _ 


«*< 


i-' 

■i 


I 


\>  t 


<(* 


1  . 


•  '■  - 


•’ 

t , 

9 

« 


71 

.  I 


t=  ^ 

I  '3^ 

* .  'll---  c 


m 


